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FAMOSOS:
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(ACTOR)
CAPITAL: La Ciudad de Mexico Cantinflas (ACTOR)
POBLACION: 108.800.000 Sor Juana Inés
GOBIERNO: republica federal de la Cruz
. ) (POETA)
PRESIDENTE: Felipe Calderon
. Salma Hayek (ACTRiz)
DINERO (S): peso mexicano ) ,
. Benito Juarez
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SITIOS DE INTERES:

COMIDA TIPICA:

corridos, mariachi, rancheras

Baja California, Cancun, Oaxaca,
Querétaro, ruinas de los aztecas
y de los mayas

frijoles, guacamole, huevos
rancheros, mole poblano,
quesadillas, tacos, tequila,
tortillas

Frida Kahlo (ARTISTA)

José Clemente Orozco
(MURALISTA)

Octavio Paz (POETA)

Diego Rivera
(ARTISTA)

Hugo Sanchez
(ATLETA)
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VOCABULARIO
LEcciON UNO

THEME WORDS: VERBS

“"PEOPLE" admitir to admit
la amiga friend aprender to learn
ol amigo friend bailar to dance
ol bebé baby beber to drink
W chica girl caminar to walk
ol chico boy comer to eat
el hombre man comprar to buy
) correr to run
fa mbf] r Woman ensefiar to teach
la nind girl escribir to write
el nifto boy ganar to win, to earn
hablar to talk, to speak
OTHER NOUNS leer to read
la clase class limpiar to clean
el dia day preparar to prepare
la escuela school I alzzj ar :O W(l)lrk
vender 0 se
Z ]Z'Zitoa E:)tl}(, vivir to live
la noche night MISCELLANEOUS
el reloj clock, watch a at, to
alli there
ADJECTIVES aqui here
bueno/a good con with
} después after
grande big on in, on
guapo/a good-looking mucho a lot
interesante interesting no no
malo/a bad B poco a little
pequeiio/a small st yes
rigido/a rigid sin without
simpdtico/a nice también also
= y and &

o b S i e
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LECCION UNO

KEY GRAMMAR
CONCEPTS

A) VERBS IN THE PRESENT TENSE — Los verbos en
el presente

B) SUBJECT PRONOUNS — Los pronombres pronominales

C) INTERROGATIVES — Los interrogativos

[« 7994 A) VERBS IN THE PRESENT TENSE

Verbs are the words in a sentence that narrate the action; they tell you what is going on.
Unlike in English, the letters at the end of a verb in Spanish let you know who the subject
is. Once you learn these endings, you will be ready to speak complete Spanish sentences!

The infinitive of a verb is its simplest form, the starting place before it is conjugated or
changed to correspond to a specific person. All Spanish infinitives end in the letters -AR,
-ER, or -IR.

The present tense describes actions that are happening now, reports current conditions
or traits, describes customary events, and also announces what may be happening in the
immediate future.

Here are the full conjugations of three common verbs in the present tense:

HABLAR COMER VIVIR

(to speak) (to eat) (to live)
I hablo como Vivo
you (familiar) hablas comes vives
he/she/you (formal) habla come vive
we hablamos comemos vivimos
you all (familiar) hablais coméis Vivis
they/you all (formal) hablan comen viven

Helpful Tip: bl you notice that -AR, -ER, and -IR verbs share some common endings
but have different ones as well? Study the endings of the verbs carefully. They provide
a clue to help you figure out who the subject is.
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* ExAMPLES: Cristina habla mucho.
Cristina speaks a lot.

Como chocolate en febrero.
I eat chocolate in February.

Vivimos en Chihuahua, México.
We live in Chihuahua, Mexico.

;Come Oscar de la Hoya mucha pizza?
Does Oscar de la Hoya eat a lot of pizza?

¢ Viven los tigres en Africa?

Do tigers live in Africa?

You may have noticed that the subject is sometimes mentioned (Cristina habla . . .) and
at other times not (Como chocolate . . .). Because the ending of the verb helps to identify
the subject, the subject is normally only mentioned for clarification or emphasis. In a
statement in which the subject is mentioned, it is usually placed before the verb; in

a question, however, it will follow the verb.

The following list contains some of the most frequently used verbs in the Spanish
language. All of these verbs follow the conjugation patterns presented on the previous
page. Although you do not need to know the meanings of all these words just yet, you
will be noticing them throughout this book. In time, they will all become old friends.

Here is a list of some ‘high frequency’’ verbs:

-AR

-ER

-IR

andar (to walk)
apagar (to turn off)
bailar (to dance)
bajar (to go down)
caminar (to walk)
cantar (to sing)
cocinar (to cook)
contestar (to answer)
entrar (to enter)
escapar (to escape)
escuchar (to listen to)
esperar (to wait for)

L estudiar (to study)

ganar (to earn, win)
lavar (to wash)
limpiar (to clean)
llamar (to call)
llegar (to arrive)
llorar (to cry)

mirar (to look at)
pasar (to spend time)
preguntar (to ask)
preparar (to prepare)

i trabajar (to work)

aprender (to learn)

beber (to drink)

comer (to eat)

comprender (to understand)
correr (to run)

leer (to read)

romper (to break)

vender (to sell)

abrir (to open)
admitir (to admit)
descubrir (to discover)
escribir (to write)
ocurrir (to occur)
permitir (to permit)
subir (to go up)

vivir (to live)

* EXAMPLES: Mi papd prepara tacos en el restaurante.
My dad prepares tacos in the restaurant.

¢ Venden los artistas mucho arte?
Do the artists sell a lot of art?
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JEscribe el profesor mucho en julio?
Does the teacher write a lot in July?

Bailamos la salsa con la miisica de Marc Anthony.
We dance the salsa to the music of Marc Anthony.

E PRACTICE EXERCISES

4

1. Conjugate these verbs fully in the present tense using the models found
on page 37:

cantar (to sing) vender (to sell) permitir (to permit)

2. Now write the correct form of the indicated verb in the spaces provided:

a. Melissa Etheridge la cancién al final de
An Inconvenient Truth. (cantar)

b. (We) en Oaxaca, México. (Vivir)

c. (I) limonada deliciosa. (Vender)

d. Mi mama y mi papa en un hospital. (trabajar)

e. (You, familiar) No tus errores. (admitir)

f. (You all) People en espariiol en el taxi. (Leer)

g. El actor Diego Luna mucho en Hollywood.
(aprender)

h. Mia Hamm muchos trofeos de fatbol. (ganar)

i. (I) la mdsica con mi profesora. (Practicar)

j. (We) poemas interesantes. (Escribir)
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[« 4 B) SUBJECT PRONOUNS

Pronouns are words that can take the place of nouns. Nouns are people, animals, places,
things or ideas. A subject pronoun can serve as the main actor of a sentence. In English,
we use subject pronouns all the time. In Spanish, however, subject pronouns are only used
for emphasis or clarity.

Here are the subject pronouns in Spanish and their English equivalents:

......................................................................................................................

él — he
ella — she
usted (Ud.) — you (formal)

vosotros/vosotras* — you all (familiar)
(*used only in Spain!)

ellos — they (masculine)
ellas — they (feminine)

1) You may have noticed that Spanish expresses “you” in two different
ways: td and usted (commonly abbreviated Ud.).

2) Td is used when a person directly addresses a friend or peer. It is a familiar,
friendly pronoun.

3) Ud. also means “you,” but it is reserved for addressing a stranger, an acquaintance,
someone whose title you use (Dr., Professor), or someone older than you. It is a formal,
respectful greeting. When in doubt, it is wise to use Ud.

There are also two ways to say “you all”’: vosotros/vosotras and ustedes (Uds.). In most
of Spain, vosotros/vosotras is the familiar plural form used when addressing friends.
Vosotros is used when speaking to a group of male friends or to a group of male and
female friends; vosotras is used only when addressing female friends. However, in all
other areas of the Spanish-speaking world, Uds. is used to mean “you all,” whether
speaking to friends or strangers, to men or women.

* ExAMmPLES: Yo hablo con Chayanne, pero tii cantas con Shakira.
I talk with Chayanne, but you sing with Shakira.

;Miguel? ;Isabel? —;Nosotros estamos aqui!
Miguel? Isabel? —We’re here!

Ellas no comen hamburguesas en la cafeteria.
They don’t eat hamburgers in the cafeteria.
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Uds. no limpian el sofd.
You all don’t clean the sofa.

Vosotros vivis en Guadalajara, jno?
You all live in Guadalajara, don’t you?

Ramon y Mercedes son amigos, él es de México y ella es de Venezuela.*
Ramoén and Mercedes are friends; he is from Mexico, and she is from
Venezuela.

*Note: In this sentence, the listener would be confused without “él” and “ella.”

PRACTICE EXERCISES

1. Translate the following English pronouns into Spanish:

a. [ €. We (2 ways)

b. you (familiar) f. you all (familiar)
(in Spain, 2 ways)

C. they (feminine) g. she

d. he h. you all (formal)

2. The speakers of the following sentences want to emphasize the subject.
Provide the proper subject pronoun. Remember, you'll know the subject
by looking at the verb ending:

a. escuchas la mdsica de Ricky Martin.

b. aprendemos mucho en la clase de fisica.

¢. Marco lee dia y noche; es muy inteligente.

d.Tay caminamos por el parque bonito.

e. escuchas la masica de Alejandro Fernandez en
el autobds.

f. Mi mama y mi abuela ensefian espafol en una escuela de nifas;

son profesoras.
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g. ;Cantan normalmente en la clase? -5,
cantamos alli.

h. vivis en Madrid, ;no? -Si, vivimos en Madrid.
i. Ana no permite distracciones; es muy rigida.
jo corro en el Maraton de Nueva York.

3. The following paragraph contains five verbal errors. Underline each error
and write the correct word above it:

Ricky Martin canta mucho. Yo baila con la mdsica. Mi
amigo, José, y yo escuchan la radio. Nosotros viven “la vida
loca”. Compramos (Ds de Ricky y vendamos fotos de él. ;Ricky

Martin es muy guapo y fantdstico! ;Comprendas ta?
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[« 754 C) INTERROGATIVES

Interrogatives are words that ask questions. These words help you zero in on the answer
you want. In Spanish, these interrogative words always carry a written accent mark.

Here are the most common interrogative words:

¢ Quién?/; Quiénes? — Who? ;Por qué? — Why?
;Qué? — What? ¢Cudndo? — When?
¢ Cudl?/;Cudles? — Which?/What? ¢ Cudnto?/; Cudnta? — How much?
¢;Donde? — Where? ¢ Cudntos?/; Cudntas? — How many?

;Como? — How?

obano, “Porque” means “because” when it is written
A== as one word with no accent.

* EXAMPLES: ;Quién admite sus errores?
Who admits errors?

/Quiénes bailan ahora?
Who are dancing now?

;Qué libro lees en el hotel?
What book are you reading in the hotel?

Vendo pizza y tacos. ;Cudl compra Ud. hoy?
I sell pizza and tacos. Which are you buying today?

¢;Donde viven los chicos de Outkast?
Where do the guys from Outkast live?

¢/ Por qué no miramos Grey’s Anatomy?
Why aren’t we watching Grey’s Anatomy?

¢ Cudndo es la fiesta de San Valentin?
When is the St. Valentine’s party?

¢ Cudnto dinero ganan los politicos?
How much money do politicians earn?

¢ Cudntos bebés hay en la familia?
How many babies are there in the family?

;Como estd Ud., seiior Chdvez? —Bien, gracias.
How are you, Mr. Chdvez? —Fine, thanks.
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E PRACTICE EXERCISES [P

1. Insert the appropriate interrogative word in the sentences below:

a. ¢ es el examen de historia? -Mafana.

b. ; viven los leones? -Viven en Africa.

C. ¢ es el actor en Spiderman III? -Tobey Maguire.

d.; libro prefieres leer? -Don Quijote.

e. Yo bebo mucha Coca-Cola y Pepsi. ¢ prefieres td?

f. ¢ no abren la puerta los nifios? —Porque hace
mucho frio.

g.. personas hay en la clase? -16.

2. The following dialogue contains four errors related to interrogative words.

Underline each error and write the correct word above it:
RS S S SIS S S S S

—Hola, Marcos. ;Quien es el chico? —;Qué de los dos come mds?
—Se llama José. —Come mads tacos.

—; Cuando vive? —¢ Cudntas tacos come?
—~Vive en Los Angeles. —Come diez.

—;Qué come? —;Caramba!

—Come enchiladas y tacos.
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. ORAL PRACTICE

W1 PREGUNTAS EN GRUPOS DE DOS
These two sets of questions use grammatical structures and vocabulary from this lesson. Working with

a partner, alternate asking and answering each question. Even though you are working with a classmate,
some of the questions will use the familiar “tG” form and others will use the more formal “Ud.” When you

get to the bottom of each list, start over at the top, switching roles. As a variation, write out the answers in
complete sentences.

% A) (Hablas espafiol en la clase?

B)

(Comes mucho chocolate?

(e gusta caminar en el parque?
(Como se llama tu libro favorito?
(De donde es usted?

(,Como estas hoy?

(Es grande o pequefio un bebé?

L)

(Bailas mucho en las fiestas?

(Donde vives?

(Es bueno o malo escribir en los libros?
(Bebes Coca-Cola o Pepsi?

(Quién trabaja en una escuela?

¢ Cuindo hablas con tus amigos?

(Como se llama un actor muy guapo?
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DIALOGUE

The following dialogue contains grammar and vocabulary that you've seen in this lesson and in the
introductory section. After listening to the CD, read this dialogue aloud, alone or with friends. Afterwards,
try to answer the questions that follow either aloud or in written form.

LAS AVENTURAS DE RAFAEL, ELISA Y "EL TIGRFE”

EsceNA UNO

Rafael y “El Tigre” hablan en el parque. Son de Washington, D.C.
Rafael: (Como estas, Tigre?

El Tigre: Muy bien, Rafael, pero hace mucho calor hoy.

Rafael: Si, vivimos en Washington donde siempre hace mucho calor.
El Tigre: Es verdad, pero no me gusta el calor.

Rafael: (Por qué no caminamos a la fiesta de mi prima?

El Tigre: (Quién es tu prima?

Rafael: Es Elisa . . . Elisa Montesinos.

El Tigre: Ella es muy inteligente y muy guapa. jVamos! (Let’s go!).

Rafael y “El Tigre” entran en la casa de Elisa.
Rafael: Hola, Elisa. Te presento a mi amigo, El Tigre.
Elisa: Hola, Tigre. Me llamo Elisa. ;Te gusta la musica?

El Tigre: Si, Elisa, mucho. Me gusta mucho el disco compacto de Carlos Santana,
Supernatural. ;Es 10 méaximo!

Elisa: Es divino. La cancidén “Maria, Maria” es sensacional.
El Tigre: (Bailamos un poco?

Elisa: (Por qué no?

Rafael come muchos Doritos y bebe Fanta de limon.

Elisa: jBailas muy bien!

El Tigre: Gracias, Elisa.

Elisa: Rafael, tu amigo es muy simpético.

Rafael: Es verdad. Elisa, El Tigre y yo preparamos un viaje a Nueva York en una
semana. ;/Te gusta Nueva York?

Elisa: Si, mucho, pero mis padres son muy estrictos. No me permiten viajar.
INEEENENENNPERERER

El Tigre: No te preocupes, Elisa. Tenemos un plan excelente. “TIRRNNTNSERNNNANNL
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PREGUNTAS

@]
DISC
1

1) ;De donde son Rafael y El Tigre?

2) (Qué tiempo hace normalmente en Washington, D.C.?

3) (Coémo se llama la prima de Rafael?

4) ¢(Como es Elisa Montesinos?

5) (Coémo se llama el disco compacto que escuchan?

6) (Quiénes bailan?

7) ¢Qué come Rafael?

8) (Adonde van Rafael y El Tigre en una semana?

9) (Puede ir Elisa, también?

10) ;Coémo son los padres de Elisa?

LECCION UNO 47



48 BREAKING THE SPANISH BARRIER LEVEL | (BEGINNER)



@ PRUEBA DE REPASO

1. Answer in complete sentences:

a. ;Habla Ud. mucho en la clase?

b. ;Donde lees los libros?

¢. ;Come su hermano muchos tacos?

(@]
w
3
[
(22
w
(a
<
[--]
]
2
(=
a.

d. ;Bailan Uds. en la discoteca?

e. ;Cuando es la clase de espaiol?

2. Conjugate the following six verbs fully in the present tense:

hablar (to speak) comer (to eat) Vivir (to live)

limpiar (to clean) leer (to read) admitir (to admit)
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3. Write the correct form of each verb in the spaces provided:

a. Yo la mesa todos los dias. (limpiar)

b. Nosotras mucho dinero en Las Vegas. (ganar)

¢. Ud. no bien las lecciones. (preparar)

d. Justin y Cameron a la fiesta rapidamente. (correr)

e. Ta muchos productos buenos. (vender)

f. Los chicos guapos de Linkin Park no en el parque.
(trabajar)

g. Tay ella no en Cancan. (vivir)

h. La profesora de mi clase de inglés muy bien la
materia. (ensefiar)

i. Mi primo no sus errores. (admitir)

j. Ud. y yo mucho en la escuela. (aprender)

4. Write all possible subject pronouns in front of each of these conjugated verbs:

aprendes

ganan

leo

preparamos

vivis

baila

trabajo

corres

vende
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5. Write an appropriate interrogative word in the spaces provided:

a. ¢ es la fiesta? -El viernes.

b. ; de los libros le gusta mas? —Me gusta mas Don
Quijote.

C. ¢ es el presidente de México? —Felipe Calderdn.

d.; comes muchos tacos? -Como muchos tacos porque
me gustan.

e hablan espafol? -Hablan espafiol en México,

Colombia y Puerto Rico.

f. ¢ hora es? -Son las seis y media.
g.. personas hay en la clase de espafiol? -Veinte.
h.; esta Ud.? -Muy bien, gracias.

6. Translate the following sentences into Spanish:

a. She works with a friend in the park.

b. Who is the small boy with the book?

¢. My brother and I run a lot, also.

d. Yes, I dance with them at the party.
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7. The following paragraph contains seven errors. Underline each error and
write the correct word above it. Be on the lookout for verb errors
and agreement errors:

Buenos dias. Mi amiga y yo caminemos mucho en el
parque. El parque no es grande; es pequena. Después mi
amiga y yo comamos en un restaurante. ;Por que? La pizza
es bueno. Los tacos son deliciosos. Mi amiga beba Sprite y yo

beba té con limon. Adios.
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